careful course in advising on the appropriateness of such investigations. However, I would like to have seen a reference to the ratios of phenobarbitone and primidone levelsin patients receiving primidone, which can provide a useful indication of compliance.
This latest addition to the plethora of books on immunoassay and related topics bring together some 50 authors under the editorship of David Wild, with a substantial input from the Amersham/Kodak axis. Not unexpectedly, therefore, the individual chapters reflect differing personal style and expression.
The first part of the book (five chapters) describes the various concepts and principles involved in immunoassay with comprehensive and wellillustrated explanations of commonly-used but sometimes poorly understood fundamentals. Knowledgeable clinical biochemists will be gratified to see the Deming regression advocated and explained.
Part 2 is a fast-becoming-obsolete catalogue of commercial immunoassay systems with a heavy emphasis on automated equipment. The main components of each system are described, as are the methodological principles encompassed by each technology. While a critical approach is taken to the limitations of each system, which in itself is helpful, the analytical capabilities in terms of currently available individual analytes, not unnaturally, are absent. This is no doubt because manufacturers are continuously updating and adding to their repertoire. As an educational package of the various available
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technologies, the section serves the reader well; as a product guide to a prospective user, the section, not unreasonably, lacks basic information such as claimed performance characteristics.
Under the broad heading of management, part 3 ranges from very simplistic instructions on blood and urine collection to an excellent treatise in troubleshooting problems and in addition to some fundamental guidelines, presents even the experienced immunoassayist with a comprehensive litany of ideas on reasons for poor assay performance.
Part 4 on applications is a general potpourri of many, mostly unrelated, topics from human biochemistry and physiology through therapeutic drug monitoring and allergy to veterinary virology. While immunoassay may be the common thread running through these disparate disciplines, and a knowledge of its use is germane to the practice of these, this superficial miscellany of applications seems somewhat misplaced in a book dedicated mainly to immunoassay technology.
The well-written sections on principles and practice serve as a useful adjunct to previous publications. The section on products is testimony to the advent of the large automated instruments, and the mainly commercially-controlled direction in which the practice of immunoassay is heading. It makes one wonder how long the practical skills of the bench worker, thoroughly alluded to in the many chapers, will endure.
At £85 the book lends itself more to a departmental rather than personal budget and will certainly serve as a useful reference source when knowledge of the theory of, or a guide to troubleshooting immunoassays, is required.
M J DIVER These new editions of established books from the AACC will be widely welcomed by those involved in clinical drug analysis. They are compact in format (II cm x 16 ern), and therefore truly pocket size books, unlike some of the tomes Ann C/in Biochem 1995: 32 
